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I.
Availability Defined

The word means, “accessible for use, or usable.”  How many times a day do we call for someone on the phone and are told, “Sorry, he is not available”?  Or, a catalogue comes and you see an item and are warned, “This item is not available until next month”?  How many times have we heard a call from God and responded, “Sorry, Lord, I am not available”?

Not only are we to be serious about being available to people and situations, but primarily we are to be available to our Lord.  Centuries ago, the voice of God was heard, as He asked if anyone was willing to go on a special journey for Him.  He asked, “Whom shall I send?” And a man named Isaiah heard that voice and immediately responded and said, “Here am I. Send me!” That’s availability.

II.
Responding to God’s Call

You have often heard that paraphrase of Isaiah’s which says, “Here am I, send my sister.” That seems especially to be true in missionary work.  Ray Stedman calls for a complete commitment to God’s challenge.  He cites in a sermon the words of Peter Marshall who saw “many Christians dressed in deep-sea diving equipment rushing forward to pull plugs from bathtubs.”  We are called, and the only response is “I am ready, send me.”

Commentators point out the difference between the response of Isaiah and Moses, who was slow to accept his call.  Likewise, Jeremiah also hesitated before responding to the Lord’s call. To be available—that is the foremost challenge we face.

In Acts we find the amazing story of a man who was absolutely opposed to the Gospel. His name was Saul and he came from Tarsus. God called him, told him to go into the city, and he went.  In that city lived a man named Ananias.  God also spoke to him and said, “Go…” and Ananias went.  Here is evidence of availability.  This is the proof of our declaring that we are believers, to quickly acknowledge God’s voice and call.

III.
The Key to Availability—Obedience

Obedience is the key that makes us available to whatever the Lord desires.  Scripture abounds with illustration and commands as they pertain to this theme. In Hebrews 5:8 we read, “although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered.” In I Samuel 15:22 we read, “to obey is better than sacrifice.”  Jesus’ mother said, “Do whatever he tells you”(Jn 2:5).  Paul speaks of obedience that comes from faith (Rom 1:5).

All throughout the Bible we read of people who gave up home and comfort in order to obey God.  The early church was obedient to the call and thus became available.  Although made up of ordinary people, within 200 years after the Great Commission they had gone to the ends of the then-known world with the Good News.  In addition, all of the people listed in that noble list of Hebrews 11 were available.  And because they were available, tremendous things happened. Again, availability to the Lord’s call is evidence of one’s faith.

IV.
Availability Earns Respect

We respect people who are available. Our country calls and people respond. Family responsibilities demand attention and people give up education and other good experiences in order to be available. Great needs arise in the community and people become available to help. Doctors are called in the middle of the night, fireman rush into danger, mothers sacrifice for the sake of the family, fathers give up many things in order for children to be cared for, and on it goes. People become available for good and just causes. Christian people need to be very sensitive and responsive to the voice of the Lord. “Here am I, send me.” This is the key to effective service for our Lord. It is based on obedience and results in availability.
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