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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.
ATHANASIUS AGAINST THE WORLD

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor  --  Charlotte, NC 

Around the year 297 a man was born who did more to define and preserve the essential elements of the Christian faith than anyone outside of the Lord Jesus and the Biblical writers themselves.  Saint Athanasius was for 46 years the bishop, or leading cleric, of the city of Alexandria in Egypt, which during that time was the intellectual center of the Roman Empire.

Athanasius was the chief defender of the faith against a heresy propounded by a bishop named Arius.  Arius maintained that Jesus was not coequal with the Father.  He was like God without being God.  He was a god with a little “g.”

Arius’ teachings created an uproar in the Church, and the Emperor Constantine convened a Church Council at Nicea in 325 to resolve the dispute.  Athanasius’ argument that Jesus was of the same and exact substantially divine makeup as the Father and Holy Spirit carried the day, well, kind-of anyway.

The Arians agreed to much (but definitely not all) of the wording, they just redefined the terms to suit their purposes.  Many of the Bishops who sided with Athanasius were desperate to find a compromise wording of a creed that would bring the two dissenting factions together, but Athanasius was cautious.  He knew that to retreat from the absolute divinity of Christ was a slippery slope that would make Jesus little more than a glorified and created angel.  This was not a redeemer.  This was a man just like us, but with no power to save.  Athanasius knew that this meant there was no good news, and no salvation through Christ.

Arius and his supporters were politically popular with the Emperor, and had long seasons where their views seemed to prevail, yet Athanasius held true.  His cautions were justified, and no amount of rhetoric could paper over the divide.  He came to be known as “Athanasius Contra Mundum” which means “Athanasius against the world,” so consistent was his stand for truth.  Constantine and the emperors who followed thought of him as a troublemaker, but Athanasius knew that Christianity was in grave danger, and he was willing to pay any price to keep the truth alive.  Five times he was exiled, and for long periods of time he went into hiding because of threats to his life.   But in the end the truth prevailed.  Those of us who are Christians today owe a huge debt of gratitude to Athanasius for his cautiousness and his courage.

At the Council of Constantinople in 381 the bishops re-affirmed the Nicene Creed, a final triumph that Athanasius did not live to see.

Athanasius is pronounced  --
ah (as the “a” vowel sound in the word “bad”) – thuh – NAY – see – uhs

Arius is pronounced  --

AIR – ee – us

Contra Mundum is pronounced  --
CAHN – truh    MOON - doom







Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.


