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Humility is acknowledging that achievement results

from the investment of others in my life.

HUMILITY:  IT’S NOT AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX

By Clyde C. Miller

“Let no man think more highly of himself than he ought.” – Paul in Romans 12:3.

Does this scriptural instruction about humility mean that we should always be self-effacing self-haters, rejecting any compliment that comes our way and openly inviting criticism as proof of our worthlessness?  -  FAR FROM IT.

Paul says we should not think more highly of ourselves than we ought to but he does not say that we should not like ourselves!  He is asking that we live in reality and to do that we are going to need help from one whom we trust to do a “reality check” for us occasionally.   As a minister and a married man, I have found my honest-spoken wife to be invaluable in this department!

Most of us, - even braggadocio guys, often mask our feelings of inferiority by putting off that we think more of ourselves than we do.  Down deep, many people, if not the majority of folks, are their own worst critics.  To these, we might share a paraphrase of Hebrew’s instruction and say, “Neither should one think more lowly of himself than he ought to.”

These opposite poles, which keep us in a healthy tension, are:

1)
Remember, that, “all we like sheep have gone astray.  We have turned, every man, unto his own way.” (Isaiah 53:5) …And even for the converted, we all are recovering sinners.  This should keep us in reality and in true humility.

2)
We must, at the same time, remember that we belong to God and should not be constantly “putting down” God’s property (us!).  He doesn’t like His sons and daughters being treated like that.

A story comes to mind: a young man had been asked to preach.  He studied.  He strode confidently, maybe a little arrogantly, to the pulpit, -- and immediately proceeded to “bomb.”  Shoulders drooping, he slumped down the platform stairs, passing an old preacher in the front row as he did.  The old man offered the deflated young preacher this bit of wisdom.  “Young man, if you had gone up like you came down, you would have come down like you went up.”  Humility, modesty, reality!  They all go together, and together they will take us a long way.
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 1.	Are humility and self-hate the same thing?


 2.	Secretly, we all are our own worst critics.


 3.	We should not think lower of ourselves than what is reality.





The story of the egregious young minister





























Humility is recognizing and acknowledging my total dependence upon the Lord,

and seeking His will for every decision.


