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Humility is acknowledging that achievement results

from the investment of others in my life.
MOSES, MEEKEST OF MEN

By Clyde C. Miller

Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.

Numbers 12:3

Introducing, Moses, Meekest of Men…  I said “meekest,” not “weakest,” and they are poles apart.  How so?  Meekness means to dwell in self-reality, knowing your weaknesses, working to improve, liking yourself all the while, trusting God enough to let Him fight the battles.  Enter Moses, “meekest of all men.”  A pantywaist pushover who wouldn’t stand up for his rights?  Gracious, NO!

Our story begins with Moses in Pharaoh’s court.  Moses’ mother, the daughter of Pharaoh, must have been truthful with him about his Jewish heritage so hated by the Egyptians.  One day, seeing one of the “brothers” being battered by an Egyptian slave driver, he came to the Israeli’s aid.  He killed the Egyptian overlord for this abuse and thereby, declared himself one among, and with, his slave brothers.  For this “noble” act, God exalted him to the position of fugitive, outcast, wilderness wanderer, and shepherd for 40 years.  

As far as humility is concerned, Moses was definitely a work-in-progress at this point.  He had not yet learned that God himself is the best defense of the defenseless.  To liberate under God’s direction is one thing.  To liberate without it just substitutes one abuser for another.

God’s appointed law-giver could not be a law-breaker no matter how noble the cause.  God saw the intentions of his heart, but Moses needed humility.  God would not exalt him to the position of “savior” to his enslaved countrymen until he had learned it.

Moses grew in humility to the point where God fought his personal battles for him.  As Moses humbly stayed his hand, choosing not to defend himself, again and again the hand of the Almighty would move on his behalf.  And as the people saw how powerfully God worked through humble Moses, their respect for him grew and grew… quite a contrast to their reaction when he killed the Egyptian.

Once Moses learned true humility, God exalted Him to the MAX!  The reverence for Moses became so great that, not until recent times, would any Jewish man or woman name his or her child “Moses,” - Joshua, yes, Moses, no!  It was just too sacred a name.  “Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord and He will lift you up.”  (James 4:10)







Humility is recognizing and acknowledging my total dependence upon the Lord

and seeking His will for every decision.


