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I.
Falsehood Begins in Childhood

To lie is to intentionally deceive.  It is an easy trait to practice; we start as children and are taught not to do it.  Parents have tried to teach the error of lying by various means: “Go to your room and stay there until you see the error of your ways;” or, “get the soap so I can wash out your mouth;” or, “this is wrong, don’t do it again.”  We must be corrected as we grow so that we tell the truth.

II.
Scripture’s Call for a Truthful Life

The Bible is clear on this matter. “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor” (Ex 20:16 NIV*).  “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful” (Prov 12:22).  “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices” (Col 3:9).  Society is crippled when truth is diminished as the standard for communication and relationships.  The lack of ethical practices fills our papers each day.  Companies are in big trouble with the law because of a lack of telling the truth.  False advertising is wrong.  Blaming others for our faults and misdeeds is wrong. Face up to it and tell the truth!

A successful college professor in a prestigious institution in the East, used to tell enthralled classes of his exploits and adventures as a soldier in Vietnam.  However, somebody blew the whistle and the truth became known.  He had been in the army all right, but never saw Vietnam or experienced any of the grandiose and thrilling tales he told.  His success as a teacher and his ability to tell the truth did not walk the same road. 

Scripture is clear; our choice lies between the truth of God and the lies of Satan.  The Bible calls that great deceiver a Liar.  We are called to “put off falsehood and speak truthfully” (Eph 4:25).

III.
The World’s Version of Truth

In one of the “Peanuts” comic strips, the students went back to school after vacation.  They were told to write an essay about returning to class.  Lucy wrote, “vacations are nice, but it is good to get back in school,” and she continued to extol the advantages of having to go to school.  Of course the teacher was pleased and commended her for the essay.  Lucy then turned to Charlie Brown and whispered, “After awhile you learn what sells.”  We need to learn to tell the truth, whether it sells or not. (c.f. William Nieporte, in Leadership.) We often hear of “situation ethics,” which implies that our moral decisions, including what we say, is to be simply directed by the circumstances existing at the moment.  It does away with all past rules and guidelines and projects a “new morality.” 

IV.
A Biblical Standard for Truth

However, there is only one morality—the Biblical one, which directs our lives and our conversations.  A Biblical morality keeps us seeking the Truth as revealed in the Book.

“Telling the truth makes life simpler and more comfortable. If you don’t, you have to struggle to keep your stories straight, trying to remember what-all you said to which person” (Sadie and Bessie Delany, Christian Reader 22:2).  Strategic misrepresentation is another way of telling a lie.  One of the leading service clubs of the world has a serious question for all to answer, “Is it the Truth?”

Let’s remember some of these clear statements from the word of Truth. “These are the things you are to do: ‘Speak the truth to each other…’” (Zech 8:16).  “Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only for a moment” (Prov 12:19). 

Our Lord is called the Truth. The Holy Spirit is known as the Spirit of Truth. Our pattern is clear, “Be holy because I am holy” (I Pet 1:16).  Our nature easily leads us to be untruthful, but the sanctifying power of Christ and the Gospel changes and makes us new in Him.

*All Scripture citations are quoted from the New International Version
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