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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.

FLEXIBILITY FOR LIFE’S JOURNEY

By Jeff Syverson

Pastor, Faith Alliance Church – Middletown, OH

“And the LORD was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on the way,

and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night.”

Exodus 13:21

Flexibility, the willingness to change plans or ideas according to the direction of my authorities, is a key quality in the life of all true adventurers of faith.  I can’t imagine a more perfect example of flexibility than Moses and the Children of Israel as they journeyed from Egypt to the Promised Land. 

1. The Flexibility of a Leader

Consider Moses.  His life plans were challenged one day by a voice from a burning bush.   85

Yes, there were attempts to resist the voice of his ultimate authority—God.  He suggested that he wasn’t qualified. He suggested that God send someone else.  But his attempts to resist and run from God’s call, ultimately led to the bending of his will to the will of the Father.  His will and his actions proved flexible—and a great leader was born. (Ex. 3)

· Flexibility was a needed quality in Moses life on numerous occasions.  He was God’s choice to confront Pharaoh.  The news he was asked to bring was hardly good news—Talk of plagues of blood, frogs, gnats, flies, boils, hail, locusts, darkness and even the death of the firstborn.  Though it was certainly not his idea of a good time, Moses was flexible and became the messenger of God to a tough crowd—Pharaoh and his court of advisors.

· Imagine the flexibility required when they all came to the Red Sea.  All seemed to be lost.  There seemed to be no hope.  Flexibility came into play again.  With no conceivable plan of his own, he adjusted again to God’s plan.  He raised his staff, the waters opened and they all walked across on dry land. (Ex. 14)

· At another time, Moses nearly burned himself out by trying to judge all the people’s disputes, all by himself.  His father in law came up with a better plan that would delegate most of that work to others, leaving the big decisions to Moses.  Moses was flexible enough to listen to the voice of reason. (Ex. 18)

· Perhaps most remarkably, Moses daily led a group of people that was often resistant and stubborn on a long and difficult journey.  40 years in the wilderness: packing, unpacking, setting up camp and then off again to a new location.  And all this with a group that liked to complain and wish for the “glory days” of Egypt once again (Somehow their memories of leeks and onions seemed to overpower the fact they had been slaves in the brick making trade).  Their resistance made Moses’ flexibility all the more necessary and all the more amazing. (Num. 11:5)

2. The Flexibility of being a follower.

That isn’t to say that Moses was the only flexible one.  40 years in the wilderness with each night in a new location demands flexibility of everyone.

· There was the flexibility brought on by constant change.  While God led them in a very dramatic way (a pillar of cloud by day, a pillar of fire by night—Ex. 13:21), they were still forced to adapt to new circumstances and situations everyday.  There was no time to “put down roots” or “get established” in one place.  They were on the move.  Theirs was a life that required constant adjustments to the will of God.

· But there was also the flexibility of dealing with the “same old thing”.  Imagine the reaction of the housewife to her husband coming each day with a bag of manna:  “Manna, again?  There’s only so many ways you can fix this stuff.”  Sometimes the flexibility most necessary is the ability to be creative in situations where you tempted to “get stuck in a rut.”

The children of Israel did their share of resisting change (and consequently missed out on a blessing).  They sometimes wanted to give up and go back to Egypt.  Yet when push came to shove, they adjusted to the leadership of Moses (not to mention the direction and will of God).  Daily they adjusted and wherever the pillar of cloud or fire led them, they chose to follow.  They chose to be flexible.

3. Flexibility: a character quality for us all.

We live in a day of unprecedented and constant change.  There are daily opportunities for all of us to remain flexible.  This is true at home, or on the job or at school.  As Christians on an adventure of Faith, it’s an important quality that allows us to adjust to the wonderful plans God has in store for us as we follow him.
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Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


