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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.

WAITING ON GOD:  CAUTIOUSNESS IN THE LIFE OF DAVID
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Introduction

Defining Cautiousness

Definition:  Cautiousness is not cowardice, but walking in the Lord's timing and strength.

We see this illustrated in the life of David.

Today’s Texts

Our texts are from the histories recorded by the prophet Samuel.  Both of them reveal caution in the life of David.  Our first reading is from I Samuel 23, verses 2 & 4.

And David inquired of the Lord: Shall I go and attack these Philistines?  v. 2

Then David inquired of the Lord once more…  v. 4  [I Sam. 23: 2 & 4]

Our second text is II Samuel 5, verses 19, 23, & 24

Then David inquired of the Lord, Shall I go up against these Philistines?  Wilt thou give them into my hand?  v.19   And when David inquired of the Lord, He said, you shall not go directly up; circle around behind them and come at the front of the balsam trees.  And it shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees then you shall act promptly, for then the Lord will have gone before you to strike the army of the Philistines.  [II Sam 5:19, 23, 24]
Cautiousness Was a Key to David’s Greatness

David’s military greatness arose from his understanding that he must be totally dependent on God, for both the method of his military campaigns, and also their timing.  In our texts we notice that David was accustomed to ask the Lord, “Shall I go up?”  These words seem to reflect the pulse of a deeper heart cry within David’s soul, the first evidences of which are were visible perhaps as early as his youth when as a minstrel shepherd he confronted the lion and the bear.  By the time he faced the giant Goliath we see him ardent to do battle for God, and piqued that Goliath would defy the Lord so openly.  And now, as a more mature man we sense that same eagerness to serve maturely developed into a form that was fully dependent upon God, both for permission and timing. 

Cautiousness is a part of the wisdom that comes from God.  Even though we may know the will of God in a certain situation, we must be careful not to “force His will” to come about through our own strength before its time.  We see this illustrated in David’s life.  For years the young man David knew that because the Lord had anointed him to be king through the prophet Samuel that the kingship of Israel was his right and destiny even though Saul still held the throne.  Four times King Saul came after David, and at least two of those times he was within striking distance of David’s sword.  Though he was tempted, the young warrior stayed his hand.  He knew that it was not the right time, nor was it the right way to become king.  “The Lord forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the Lord’s anointed,” David said.

The Result of David’s Cautiousness

Eventually, through circumstances not orchestrated by David’s hand, King Saul and his son Jonathan fell in battle.  Finally, David took the throne over the whole land, just as Samuel had predicted years earlier, when under prophetic unction he anointed David and pronounced him King.  The Bible says that when this happened,

“David perceived that the LORD had established him king.”  [II Samuel 5:12]

These may be the greatest words of commendation for King David in all of Scripture.  The Lord had accomplished the honor given to this king, not the king himself.

A Word of Application

David became great because he was careful to wait upon God.  His godly prudence caused him to rely upon the Lord for the method, and timing, and the strength of his actions.  Though he was a courageous shepherd, and a valiant and successful king, yet this phrase of caution characterized his exploits:  “And David enquired of the Lord.”   And it should characterize us also.
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Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.

1

