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Dependability is fulfilling what I consented to do, even if it means unexpected sacrifice.

DEPENDABILITY MEANS KEEPING YOUR WORD

By Clyde C. Miller

Pastor Emeritus for Congregational Care, First Christian Assembly – Cincinnati, OH

One good thing about heaven is that everyone who is supposed to be there will be.  

 

Having served as a pastor for almost 50 years, I have made a ton of calls on church members who, when they signed the “card,” said that they would faithfully attend services.    Then a few weeks later, the service convened and they were nowhere to be found.

 

It reminds me of two young brothers who rode our church bus to Sunday School.  The driver faithfully stopped at their house for them, when one of the brothers stuck his head out of a window and yelled, “We’re not going to church today.  We have a toothache.”  Think of it, a communal, or should I say, a fraternal toothache!

 

Every employer, especially in a small business, knows how crippling it is to have someone who misses work, or calls in at the last minute.  It increases the workload for those who are faithful and inconveniences the customers.  It can spoil the working atmosphere for a whole day.  

Inconsistency is a form of falsehood with a lie at its root.  When I tell someone I will do a certain thing or show up at a certain time and I fail to do so, I have not kept my word, which is another way of nicely saying, “I lied.”
 

Now, one may not feel that being undependable should be judged so harshly, but we have nothing that is more precious than our word.  Dependability is a quality of God.  Inconsistency demonstrates a lack of concern for the very character of God.  Relationally, inconsistency shows a disdain for others.  When I am late for an appointment, I actually steal time from the person or persons whom I promised to meet at an appointed time.  It’s very difficult to build a relationship with a person whose word means nothing.  Inconsistency says, “You cannot place any stock in what I promise.”

 

If one fails to meet an appointment, for whatever reason, one owes the person he stood up a reasonable explanation, not a lame excuse.  At this point, honesty is the only way to forgiveness.  Admit you forgot if you did, and ask to be excused.  Most of the time relationships and credibility can be salvaged through old-fashioned honesty.

 

Society is based on trust, credit, credibility, and goodwill.  Dependable people build trust and good will.  You can build business, churches, marriages and families on these qualities.  As a Christian, we should commit ourselves to these five “I wills:”

1) I will keep my word

2) I will be careful what I promise

3) I will correct my mistakes

4) I will pull my share of the load

5) I will not have a bad attitude.

 

And God, whose sun, moon and stars are so dependable that you can set your calendar and watch by them, will be pleased.
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Dependability is purposing in our hearts to do the will of God whatever the cost.
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