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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
WHEN FLEXIBILITY IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN DISCIPLINE

Adapted from a story by Carol Kuykendall
How do you balance the sometimes competing character qualities of flexibility and self discipline?  Carol Kuykendall had an opportunity to consider that question when one day her 20-year old son Derek came into her study, where she was facing a pile of procrastinated projects and suggested they go skiing together.  “Do I drop everything and seize the moment, or stick to my planned agenda and my New Year’s resolution to be more disciplined?”  After considering the options Carol decided to seize the day with her son.  Within an hour they were high on a snowy mountain trail where they stopped for lunch at a picnic table.

Derek, back from school quizzed his mother with some significant questions about life.  “How do you know what God wants you to do?” he asked her.  “How can you forgive yourself…   Does God really see us as righteous…?  Carol found herself grateful that she could be there in such a serene setting for her searching son.  And he appreciated their time together as well.  “Thanks, Mom,” he said as he put away their skis.  “Our talk gave me a lot to think about.”

Reflecting back, Carol had this to say; No doubt about it, I made the right decision today and reinforced an adage older and more reliable than my New Year’s resolution:  When facing a choice, ask yourself which will matter most in five years.”  Then she offered this prayer.

“Lord, nudge me when flexibility is more important than discipline,

People more important than things.”
SOURCE:
Adapted from the January 22nd entry in Daily Guideposts 1993.  Pgs 25-26 by Carol Kuykendall.  [Daily Guideposts 1993.  Published by Guideposts, Carmel, NY]







Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


