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The Indecisive Israelites Compared to Joshua’s Decisive Act

Joshua is most known for his bold decision to follow the Lord in Joshua 24.15.  The famous words state, “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” (NIV).  He was decisively committed to following Yahweh without wavering.

However, many stop reading instead of continuing on to see the contrast the author makes between Joshua and the Israelites.  He chose decisively to follow God; they wavered in their decision making.  Three times in chapter 24, Joshua told the Israelites to throw away the foreign gods and serve the Lord (14, 19-20, 23).  Each time they responded by saying they would serve the Lord, but never said they would throw away the foreign gods.  

Their indecisiveness eventually caught up with them.  By Judges 2.11, the Scriptures tell us they were already serving the Baals.  Their commitment lasted only one generation, because they did not resolutely decide to serve Yahweh during the time of Joshua.  Decisiveness requires action.  Joshua acted on his decision by not allowing the foreign gods in his household.  Israel reaped the results of their indecisiveness and ended up struggling for generations to come with their relationship to God. 








