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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.
THE BLIND ENGINEER

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor  --  Charlotte, NC 

Caution can serve selfish aims, and if misdirected can endanger others.

On February 9th, 1996, a train on its way to Hoboken, New Jersey ran through a red signal and crashed into the side of another train at a crossing.  The engineers of both trains were killed along with another passenger, and 158 other passengers were injured.

The investigation of the National Transportation Safety Board took a year and this is what they found.  The engineer of the train that ran the red signal had been going progressively blind for nine years because of diabetes, but no one at the railroad knew about it.  His doctor knew, but for fear of losing his job, the engineer had not reported it to his employer.

He had had two eye surgeries, but paid for it out of pocket rather than file an insurance claim that would alert the railroad.

New Jersey law requires engineers to have an annual physical exam by the company’s own occupational medicine specialist, but the engineer had lied each year regarding the questions about whether he had diabetes, was taking any prescription medication, or was under another doctor’s care.

Cautiousness is not a cover up.  It works for the good of everyone involved.  Unfortunately this engineer’s caution was solely self-interested.  He was not careful to protect those in his care.

SOURCE:
Adapted from an article entitled, “Engineer in ’96 Rail Crash Hid His Failing Sight From Railroad,” by Matthew L. Wald.  --  New York Times  --  March 26, 1997, Section A, p.15.







Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.

