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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.
THE BIKE HELMET

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor  --  Charlotte, NC 

“Dad, Dad, Come quick,” my oldest son panted as he bolted into the work shed.  “Seth fell off his bike and he can’t get up.”  We raced to the side of my fallen 7-year-old who sat dazed by his bike in the middle of the road.  Fortunately our closed ½ mile loop sees few unfamiliar cars, and I thanked the Lord there were none out this evening.  I arrived to find my son’s shoelace wrapped around his pedal.  The entangled shoe had crashed him helmetless to the asphalt.

I gathered Seth in my arms, and a few minutes later we were at the emergency room.  “Your son has a moderate concussion,” the doctor said.  “We’ll need to keep him overnight for observation.”  Somewhere cash registers were ringing.

“Why wasn’t he wearing a helmet?” my wife and I wondered.  “After all the times we’ve told him…”

As it turned out, it was our elder son who had misplaced his helmet, so with proper caution, he borrowed Seth’s.  When Seth yielded to the call of the road a few minutes later, his helmet, of course, was on his brother’s head.  Go figure…

Before this event our boys wore their helmets, not because they needed them, but because we made them.  Now they believe us.  They have seen the impact that unsafe habits can have, and are diligent to wear their helmets even without our prodding.  For this we are thankful, but the proof of a lesson learned will be next time.  The lesson is less about bike safety and more about trusting the cautions of those who have been there before.

“Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet believe.”






Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.


