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Dependability is fulfilling what I consented to do, even if it means unexpected sacrifice.
“SEMPER FI” IN BEIRUT

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC 

On Sunday morning, October 23rd, 1983, a Mercedes truck driven by a suicide bomber, crashed into the aviation building at Beirut’s International airport, detonating 12,000 pounds of TNT, and reducing the 4-story building to rubble.  His target was the U.S. Eighth Marine Battalion, which used the building as its headquarters and barracks.  234 marines died and 112 were wounded, the highest U.S. casualties since Vietnam.


Two days later General Paul Kelly, Commandant of the Marine Corps, arrived at the Air Force hospital in Wiesbaden, Germany to visit the wounded.  The air hung heavy with despair.  The most poignant moment came when Kelly met Lance Corporal Jeffrey Nashton in intensive care.  Nashton was in critical condition, unable to speak or see, with, as one officer commented, “more tubes going in and out of his body than I have ever seen.” (1)  

Kelly pulled near and identified himself to the corporal.  Nashton wanted to say something but couldn’t.  He attempted to outline words on his bedsheet, but no one could understand, so they gave him a piece of paper and a pencil.  His note brought the Commandant to tears.  Brief but powerful, it bore but two words, “Semper Fi.”
Always faithful.

SOURCES:
Time, July 25, 1983 & October 31, 1983


U.S. News & World Report, October 31, 1983 & November 7, 1983


Children at Risk by Jim Dobson & Gary Bauer.  Word, 1990.  Pgs 187-188


“Wounded ‘Semper Fi’ Marine gets a General’s Four Stars.”  November 16, 1983.  Washington Post.  p.1


*
Spoken by Lieutenant Colonel Frank Libutti in an interview dated Feb 7th, 1984.



The rubble left after the bombing








Dependability is purposing in our hearts to do the will of God whatever the cost.


