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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
“MY POLICY IS TO HAVE NO POLICY”

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC 

Knowing where you are going… that’s principle.

Knowing that your journey will not be a straight line… that’s flexibility.

One of Abraham Lincoln’s core personality traits was humility.  One of the primary expressions of his humility was through the exercise of principled flexibility.

His flexibility was such that it often drove even his supporters to distraction.  On many occasions the President was asked, “What is your policy?”  Lincoln’s general response was, “My policy is to have no policy.”

How can you be the President and not have a policy on crucial issues?  One key to understanding Lincoln is to realize that while he had a strong sense of direction he was not hard fast in his approach.  He was humble enough to realize he did not have all the answers, and that input from others was valuable, and that his goal could still be reached through constructive compromise.

Lincoln explained this tendency by drawing from his riverboat days, and explained it with a boatman’s metaphor.  When you get on the Mississippi you don’t simply say, “I’m headed south.”  If you do, within a short time you’ll run into a Cyprus tree or the riverbank, or a sandbar.  So you zig and zag back and forth.  You know where you are going, but you also know that it will not be a straight line.

ED -
For more about Abraham Lincoln’s humility, refer to the character quality of “humility” located on our own web site:  www.charactercincinnati.org.  Click on “Biographical Sketches,” then click on  Lincoln’s Humility.






Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


