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Dependability is fulfilling what I consented to do, even if it means unexpected sacrifice.
LIONEL RICHIE

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC 

Many will remember the famous singer/songwriter Lionel Richie.  The story of this 5-time Grammy award winner is one of unparalleled consistency throughout the 1970s and 80s.  For nine consecutive years Lionel Richie songs made it to #1 on the charts.  “Three Times a Lady,” “Still,” “Endless Love” sung with Diana Ross, “Truly,” “All Night Long,” and “Easy” all made it to #1, along with his 1980 hit, “Lady,” sung by Kenny Rogers, and 1985’s “We are the World,” co-written with Michael Jackson.  Another #1,“Say You, Say Me,” won him the Oscar.

At the Los Angeles Olympics Richie sang to a worldwide audience of 2.3 billion, and with over 100 million records sold worldwide, he was the most bankable “can’t miss” success story of his era.

Richie saw dependability as a key to his success.  At his zenith a television interviewer asked how he achieved such reliable results.  He responded that a lot of singers get caught up in trying to make each new release “better” than the last, so they add and change things in an attempt to top themselves.  Before long, they’re not the same artist.  Then he concluded, “For me the question has never been, ‘Can I do it better?’  The question has always been, ‘Can I do it again?’”

NOTE:
For more on Lionel Richie see:  lionelrichie.com,  and http://www.lionelrichie.co.uk/






Dependability is purposing in our hearts to do the will of God whatever the cost.


