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For HUMILITY vs Pride
Faith Committee, Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky
Humility is acknowledging that achievement results

from the investment of others in my life.
LINCOLN AND STANTON

Adapted from the Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations 

Sometimes humility is a leader’s best protection against disaster.

During the Civil War Lincoln, under severe political pressure, signed an order to transfer certain regiments from one field of battle to another, but Edwin M. Stanton, Lincoln’s Secretary of War, refused to carry them out.

“Lincoln is a damn fool for ever signing that order,” Stanton snorted.

When the remark was passed on to Lincoln he responded with humility.  “If Stanton said I’m a damn fool, then I must be one,” the President replied.  “He is nearly always right in military matters.  I’ll step over and find out what his reasoning is.”

Though Lincoln was the Commander-In-Chief, Stanton had superior expertise in the science of warfare, and convinced Lincoln to rescind the order.  Lincoln’s humility saved the Union from a disaster that would have cost thousands of lives.

Source:
Reproduced and adapted with permission from Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations, by Paul Lee Tan, Communications, Inc., Dallas, TX, 1998, #5251







Humility is recognizing and acknowledging my total dependence upon the Lord,

And seeking His will for every decision.


