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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
JIMMY CARTER,

Like Him or Not, He’s Flexible

By Clyde C. Miller
Pastor Emeritus for Congregational Care

First Christian Assembly, Cincinnati, OH
I did not always admire President Jimmy Carter when he was our 39th president although I did believe he was a sincere Christian and always did what he thought was right.

One criticism of Carter as President was that "he wasn't single-minded enough to quickly condemn the action of perceived malefactors.”

“Carter has a measured response to that criticism.  'There's no doubt that a studious mind and an inquisitive attitude toward the world and a deliberate attempt not to close one's heart or mind in an encapsulation is beneficial,'  he says.  While recognizing the difficulties that the inclination to see both sides of an issue can create, ‘I have felt that as a problem on many occasions,’ he says.  ‘I could understand, to some degree, what motivated [Soviet Premier Leonid] Brezhnev.  I could understand what motivated [Israeli Prime Minister Menachem] Begin…’  etc.

"The opposite of Carter's approach, of course, is inflexibility.

"People, it’s suggested, have to be educated to be ambivalent [flexible].

"'That's true,' says Carter. 'And it's convenient not to be ambivalent [flexible], to say, 'This is right, and I'm not going to consider any alternatives.'"**
Flexibility is great, especially when I'm on the other side of the power person's opinion!  In this, Jimmy Carter is right.
**
quotes are from the article on Jimmy Carter in the Nov. 2001 issue of the magazine, BOOK, pages 32 and 33.







Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


