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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
JEANNE

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC

I know a remarkable woman who is to me the embodiment of this month’s character quality, flexibility.  It is my sister Jeanne.  When Jeanne was a teenager, my parents found it necessary for my mother to return to work to generate a second income.  Jeanne adapted by becoming my babysitter, and by preparing the evening meals.

Then she married, and when she and her husband decided to start their own business, Jeanne learned new skills, and kept the books for the company.

When her mother-in-law was stricken with Alzheimer’s, Jeanne took her into their home, and for many months was the primary care giver in what everyone who has ever been there knows is a thankless task.

When her son’s marriage shattered in divorce, Grandma Jeanne, became the primary care giver for three children, and she remains so today. 

In my book the Jeannes of the world are all heroes.  Flexibility is such an undervalued quality, but for those who care to see, this kind of humble and grateful flexibility is the oil that lubricates the friction points of life.

Jeanne and I have had many heart-to-heart talks, and despite the pain she has never exhibited a complaining spirit.  All her life she has adjusted to life’s counter currents, and her flexibility has enabled her to minister to and touch many lives with the love of Christ. 







Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


