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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.
JACOB
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A story from Genesis, chapters 27-33 illustrates the importance of mending fences with caution.

Jacob had enraged and hurt his brother Esau twice by tricking him out of his birthright and firstborn blessing.  When Esau swore to kill him, Jacob fled in great haste to his uncle Laban’s.

Jacob prospered.  Over the years he was enriched with a large family and many flocks and herds.  Then one day the Lord told Jacob to return to his own country, and an inevitable reunion with his brother.  What would happen?  As he approached he was made aware that Esau was coming with 400 men.  Jacob was in distress.

He responded to the uncertainties with great caution.  He divided his family and flocks into two groups.  If one was attacked, perhaps the other might escape.

Most importantly, Jacob prayed to God.  He reminded the Lord how He had directed him to return, and confessed his unworthiness for all God’s blessings.  He asked to be saved from his brother that the Lord might honor His promise to increase his descendents and prosper him.

Jacob’s final caution was a large gift of livestock, presented by his servants to Esau.  As it happened, Esau was pacified and embraced Jacob with tears.

Lord, use our cautiousness to bring peace.







Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.


