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For HUMILITY vs Pride
Faith Committee, Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky
Humility is acknowledging that achievement results

from the investment of others in my life.
I KNEW ALBERT EINSTEIN

Submitted by Steve Withrow

Van Varner grew up in the same New Jersey college town where Albert Einstein lived for many years.  “Oh, sure, I used to know Albert Einstein” he would boast, just to occasionally spice up a conversation and boost his esteem.

Indeed, one day as a freshman Varner did spot the great Einstein strolling through town, and filled with the bravado of youth he walked up and introduced himself.  Almost immediately the two fell into a stride together and before the freshman knew it he had walked the revered scientist all the way home.

Later, as he reflected on his meeting, he realized Einstein’s genuine humility.  They spoke nothing of Einstein’s great achievements, but just chatted loosely all the way.  Later, he remembered his impressions as Einstein left to walk up the pathway to his home.

“There went a giant who lived in a tiny wooden house in a hollow on an unpretentious residential street, a man who liked simple things like long quiet walks, who did not own an automobile or live in a mansion, and who was courteous to a presumptuous college kid….  It made me want to try to be big enough to be as little as he was.”

As Thomas a Kempis said in the 15th century, “He is truly great that is little in himself.”

Source:
Adapted from Daily Guideposts, 1993.  Pages 67-68.  Guideposts.  Carmel, NY






Humility is recognizing and acknowledging my total dependence upon the Lord,

And seeking His will for every decision.


