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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.
HARRIET TUBMAN

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor  -- Charlotte, NC 

The most famous “conductor” of the Underground Railroad was the fugitive slave, Harriet Tubman.  The Underground Railroad was a mysterious network of pathways and hideouts that led from plantations in the South to the free states in the North.

Harriet made 19 return trips to the South and delivered at least 300 fellow slaves.  In all that time she “never lost a passenger.”  She was successful because she was extremely cautious, and she relied upon God for direction during her rescues.

She followed a rigid system of utmost secrecy.  Her rescues were always in winter, but she avoided going into plantations.  Instead she sent messages, then waited for escaping slaves to meet her eight or ten miles away.  Slaves would leave their plantations on Saturday nights so they wouldn’t be missed until after the Sabbath.  It was often Monday afternoon before their owners would discover them missing.  “Only then did they post their reward signs, which men hired by Tubman would take down.”

She would also listen carefully to the voice of God for moment-by-moment direction as she led slaves North.  “Fellow abolitionist Thomas Garrett said of her, ‘I never met any person of any color who had more confidence in the voice of God.’”
Harriet Tubman’s cautiousness is a model for others to follow.  She used her wits, and she trusted her Lord.

SOURCE:
131 Christians Everyone Should Know by Mark Galli & Ted Olson, editors.  Holman, c2000.







Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.


