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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.
GEORGE WASHINGTON, ADVICE COLUMNIST

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC 

George Washington was more than our first President.  He was a loving husband, doting father, and grandfather to his wife’s children and grandchildren, and a patriarchal benefactor to nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.  As the head of a large, extended family he often gave advice and direction upon a variety of topics.

With reference to the topic of love and marriage Washington wrote a fine letter to Nellie Custis, Martha’s granddaughter, which shows how the character quality of cautiousness is a great servant to anyone considering marriage.  His advice still rings true today.

Love… ought to be under the guidance of reason. For although we cannot avoid first impressions, we may assuredly place them under guard;

When the fire is beginning to kindle, and your heart growing warm, propound these questions to it.  Who is the invader?  Have I competent knowledge of him?  Is he a man of good character?  A man of sense?  For be assured a sensible woman can never be happy with a fool.  What has been his walk in life?  Is he a gambler?  a spendthrift, a drunkard?  Is his fortune sufficient to maintain me in the manner I have been accustomed to live, and my sisters do live?  and is he one to whom my friends can have no reasonable objection?  If these interrogations can be satisfactorily answered there will remain but one more to be asked… Have I sufficient ground to conclude that his affections are enjoyed by me?  Without this, (your) heart… will struggle against a passion that is not reciprocated…
SOURCE;
The Papers of George Washington contains a section entitled “Love & Marriage” compiled by Christine S. Patrick, and may be found at this website; gwpapers.virginia.edu/sitemap/


Portrait is of Nellie Custis.  Historians date this letter to March 21st 1796.    -ED






Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.


