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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
GENGHIS KHAN

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC
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Even a good character quality like flexibility can be used for evil or self-serving purposes.  A case in point is the great Genghis Khan, Mongol conqueror who lived during the early 13th century.  By the time of his death Khan had conquered the landmass from Peking to the Danube, the largest empire of the medieval period.

One key to his success was his great flexibility, a character quality the lack of which would have made his domination impossible.  Starting his career among the Mongol clans, Khan learned to form political alliances only to break them once it advantaged him to do so.  His brilliant military mind adapted rapidly to changing circumstances.  Initially his troops were exclusively cavalry which could defeat other nomads, but could not conquer cities.  Yet, in short order the Mongols had adjusted their tactics to enable them to lay siege to large cities using catapults, ladders, burning oil, flaming arrows and so forth, even diverting rivers.  His flexible mind could adapt to new realities and turn them to his own best advantage.

He adapted to new cultures, adopted new techniques of administration that strengthened the empire, and listened to the advice of others, including his wives and mother.  Flexibility, tenacity, and an unbreakable will made him one of world’s great conquerors.  Imagine these same character qualities employed for the cause of Christ. 







Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


