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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
FREDERICK DOUGLASS

By Daryl Shankle

High School History teacher and basketball coach – Dover, OH

Have you ever had a goal that was a moral, righteous, and absolutely correct thing, only to be delayed in your quest to reach it by someone you knew, loved, and respected?

One such person was Frederick Douglass, the former slave, and abolitionist leader of the Civil war era.  Without forsaking principle Douglass became a man who was flexible, willing to change his plans and ideas according to the direction of his authorities, namely, Abraham Lincoln.  

Douglass and Lincoln had their differences.  Lincoln initially only spoke out about eliminating the extension of slavery, not total abolition.  His Emancipation Proclamation only “set free” the slaves in the “rebel states.”  Douglass naturally sought the immediate freedom of all slaves in all states, but he understood the need to allow President Lincoln to be President Lincoln, whose most important goal was to save the Union FIRST, and deal with slavery SECOND.  

“Viewed from the genuine abolition ground, Mr. Lincoln seemed tardy…” Douglas said,  “but measuring him by the sentiment of his country, a sentiment he was bound as a statesman to consult, he was swift, zealous… and determined.”
By being someone who did not get upset when plans to end slavery changed, who respected and abided by the decisions of his President (even when he disagreed with them), who was not stubborn in his ways so as to have hurt his cause, who looked for the good in the changes that did come, Frederick Douglass, a former slave himself, was able to witness the end of the institution that nearly destroyed our country.

Thank God.

EDITOR’S NOTE - 
This is the shortened version of this testimonial.  A more detailed version is included  as a 4-Minute Testimonial under the heading, Frederick Douglass, Long Version






Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


