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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
FLEXIBILITY IN CHINESE AND IN ENGLISH

By Steve Withrow

There is a Chinese Church in Charlotte, North Carolina that is living the meaning of this month’s character quality – flexibility.  This congregation that numbers in the low hundreds is multi-generational, just like every church, but the generational divide poses problems for them that are different from the generational problems of other churches.

The first generation immigrants speak Chinese first and foremost.  Some of them speak the mother tongue exclusively.  Their pastor is fluent in Mandarin, but speaks broken English.  The second generation is a bridge, and the third generation, those who range in age from young children through college, speak English almost exclusively.

Because of their language and generational differences, this congregation has had to learn to be flexible in order to minister to everyone and the multiplicity of perspectives they represent.  They are evolving to minister to their English-speakers with a separate Sunday morning service that is tailored to meet their needs, and hope to grow to the point where they can call a 2nd English- speaking pastor.

They will always be a first generation church as new immigrants continue to come to America.  And they will always be a 2nd and 3rd generation church too, so they are coming to grips with the reality that their flexibility must be an enduring character quality of their church.  They are striving to minister to each member, leaving no one behind.  You don’t have to speak Chinese to see the wisdom in that.






Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


