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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
ESTHER

By Reverend Phil and Donna Resnick

Social Studies Teacher, Cincinnati Christian Schools, Fairfield, OH

& Shaklee Distributors, Taylor Mill, KY
During Israel’s exile in Babylon and Persia, a young Israeli named Esther lived with her uncle Mordecai, in the city of Susa.  Her flexibility, in response to Godly counsel, saved her nation from destruction.

Through a strange turn Esther ascended to become queen.  You might think that a queen would wield great power, but Persian queens existed for little more than the King’s pleasure.  If she approached the inner court without his royal summons she risked death.  If she displeased him she would be deposed.  And her position was precarious because she had concealed her Jewish heritage, and many Persians hated the Jews.

Haman, who held a high position over all the princes, was one of them.  His pride and ambition demanded that all men bow the knee when he passed by.  But Mordecai refused, reserving homage for God alone.  Haman was furious, and convinced King Xerxes to order the extermination of the Jews.

As the fateful day approached, God’s people mourned, and Queen Esther was frozen with fear until Mordecai reminded her that living in the King’s house would not save her.

“If you remain silent at this time,” he said, “relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you and your father’s house will perish.  And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?”  [Esther 4:14]

Esther showed she was flexible by changing her direction to obey Mordecai’s counsel, adapting to life in the King’s household, and going into the King’s inner court, risking her life.  Finding favor in his eyes, she was able to obtain mercy for her people.  Flexibility is a powerful thing in God’s hands.

Pronunciation Guide


Mordecai	MOHR-deh-kah-ee


Susa		SOO-suh


Xerxes		ZURK-sees


Haman		HAY-man








Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


