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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.
DEATH OF A MATADOR

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor  --  Charlotte, NC 

Jose Cubero was only 21, but he was already being mentioned as one of the greatest bullfighters ever, along with the great Manolete.  On this August day in 1985 he was in the process of finishing his final bull of the afternoon at Colmenar Viejo, a smaller-than-average bullring outside Madrid.  His technique was faultless and daring, and he was on the rise of a brilliant career.  The bull was bleeding, with weakened shoulders, and by now, nearly blind.  Cubero thrust his sword one last time and the bull collapsed. It was over.  Cubero turned to acknowledge the cheering crowd.  He could not hear the bull as it rose.  He could not hear the voice of his assistant, Pali.  The bull lunged, goring him in his side, splitting his heart in half.  “Pali, this bull has killed me,” he said.

With the help of his group he took three steps toward the barrier, and was quickly collapsed on a stretcher and hurried through the alley to the infirmary.  But he was gone.  Fully alive moments earlier, he was already deathly pale, the victim of daring over cautiousness.

Christians… we should never be so confident that we turn our back on our adversary.  “Be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”  (I Peter 5:7)
The monument at Jose Cubero’s grave.








Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.


