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Dependability is fulfilling what I consented to do, even if it means unexpected sacrifice.
COLSON AT SAN QUENTIN

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC 

Chuck Colson is well known for his prison ministries throughout the world.  Once he was invited to preach at San Quentin, and he looked forward to his upcoming ministry with great anticipation and preparation.  It was a mission field of 2,200 inmates, and 300 had agreed to come, but several days before the event a hidden cache of weapons was discovered at the prison.  It prompted a quick lock-down for security reasons.

Colson was discouraged to find that only a few men were permitted to attend the meeting he had so carefully prepared for, and that the evangelistic outreach would be minimal because most of those attending were Christians.  How do you preach an impassioned evangelistic message to such a crowd?  He was inclined to deliver just a short devotional.  Then he noticed a video camera in the far end of the room.  He thought to himself “Maybe this is being recorded for the chapel library.  Maybe I’d better give it my all.”

Convicted that his passion could be so diminished by outward circumstances, he preached with great fervor, as if the room were full.  He discovered later that his sermon had been videotaped for broadcast to all the inmates, not just the anticipated 300, and that his sermon was aired nearly a dozen times throughout the prison’s closed circuit television system.

One of the lessons that Chuck said he learned was the same lesson on DEPENDABILITY that Mother Theresa had learned; God calls us to faithfulness, not to success.

SOURCE:
From “A Way of Escape at San Quentin,” by Charles Colson.  Christianity Today Magazine, 72.







Dependability is purposing in our hearts to do the will of God whatever the cost.


