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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
CIRCLE THE PARK A DIFFERENT WAY

By Scott Walker 

Scott Walker recounts a visit he made to a friend who lived in a quaint South Carolina town, one of those where everyone lives in a white wooden house with a broad porch and a large, shady lawn.

Needing exercise, the two friends set off on a brisk walk around a small park.  Looking ahead, Scott saw two elderly ladies shuffling down the sidewalk toward them, one bent over a walker, the other using a cane.  As he and his friend passed, one lady muttered something Scott couldn’t understand, so he stopped and said, “Excuse me, Ma’am?”

In her practiced schoolmarm’s voice, she answered, “Young man, we always walk around the paahk in this direction.

Taken aback, Scott replied, “Do you mean you want us to circle the park in the same direction you’re walking in?”

She nodded and said, “Folks “round here do.  Always!”  Then the ladies curtly shuffled off.

Stifling their laughter Scott and his friend wheeled about-face and obeyed her wishes.  They didn’t want to spoil her day.

“I must admit that I see myself in those two ladies,” Scott reflects.  “I’ve grown accustomed to my own routine…  My well-worn habits have slowly become deep ruts.  Flexibility and novelty are good for me, too.  I need to circle the park a different way.”  -- And so do we.

SOURCE:
Adapted from the June 19th entry from Daily Guideposts 2002, by Scott Walker.  Guideposts Publishing, Carmel, NY.  Pgs 183-184  -ED







Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


