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THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE PRINCIPLE OF EVERY VITAL AND TRULY SAVING ACTION IN EACH PART OF THE BODY OF CHRIST, THE CHURCH

1.
The Holy Spirit, through His grace, is the first to awaken faith in us and to communicate to us the new life, which is to "know the Father and the one whom he sent, Jesus Christ" (John 17:3).

2.
The Holy Spirit works in many ways to build up the Body in charity: 

· by God's Word "which is able to build you up" (Acts 20:32)

· by the virtues, which make us act according to what is good

· by many special graces (charisms) by which he makes the disciples of

Christ fit and ready to undertake various tasks and offices for the renewal and building up of the Church  (Cf. 1 Corinthians 12).

3.
The Holy Spirit is at work with the Father and the Son from the beginning to the completion of the plan for our salvation.  

4.
The Holy Spirit, throughout the plan of our salvation, showers us with his gifts so that we might live a life worthy of our call (Cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:11).

5.
The gifts of the Holy Spirit sustain the moral life of the individual Christian as well as the Body of Christ, the Church.

6.
The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are: counsel (also called right-judgment), fear of the Lord (wonder and awe in God's presence), fortitude (courage), knowledge, piety (reverence), understanding, and wisdom. 

(Cf.Isaiah 11:1-2).  

7.
The gifts of the Holy Spirit complete and perfect the virtues of those who receive these gifts.  They are permanent dispositions which make the faithful docile to receiving the Spirit's promptings and readily obeying divine inspirations.

· "Let your good spirit lead me on a level path"  (Psalm 143:10)

· "For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God...If children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ" (Romans 8:14-17)

THE  SEVEN GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT AND THE 49 CHARACTER QUALITIES

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, except for Wisdom, are not listed as character qualities  themselves.  However, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are certainly related to and can inform any number of the character qualities. The following listing, while not meant to be exhaustive, is provided to help those who preach in churches of character.  It can also help individual Christians as they reflect on the work of the Holy Spirit in their own lives.

COUNSEL: (Right Judgment) 

Attentiveness

Discrection, 
       Patience               Thoroughness
Cautiousness

Forgiveness
      
Self-Control         Virtue 

         



Decisiveness

FEAR OF THE LORD: (Wonder and Awe in God's Presence)

                 


Contentment
     
 Faith

        Justice
 
   Truthfulness

                  


Decisiveness
    
Gratefulness         Security
  
   Wisdom

                  


Enthusiasm
    
Joyfulness

FORTITUDE: (Courage)

Boldness

Endurance  
        Initiative              Truthfulness

Decisiveness
Forgiveness
         Persuasiveness    Virtue

           



Determination
Honor

        Thoroughness 

KNOWLEDGE: 

Creativity

Orderliness
         Resourcefulness  Tolerance

           



Discernment

Persuasiveness       Responsibility      Truthfulness

PIETY:  (Reverence)

Faith


Joyfulness
          Obedience
      Sincerity

        



Gratefulness

Loyalty


UNDERSTANDING:  

Alertness 

Deference 
           Sensitivity
      Tolerance

                


Compassion


WISDOM: 

Justice 

Resourcefulness
Wisdom

