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Resourcefulness vs Wastefulness 

“Finding practical uses for that which others would overlook or discard”

“He who is faithful in a very little [thing] is faithful also in much; and he who is dishonest and unjust in a very little [thing] is dishonest and unjust also in much." 

Luke 16:10

Five “I Wills”

"I will see the value in objects, ideas, and people."

Resourcefulness as it relates to objects, ideas, and people is a matter of perspective.  It is looking beyond what is or appears to be, to what can be.  It is looking beyond a person's character or competence to what it can be, beyond scraps of cloth to a beautiful quilt, beyond leftovers to a tasty and attractive meal, beyond a limited budget to the extra from selling unused possessions, beyond outdated procedures and practices to the efficiency and effectiveness of revised and relevant ones, beyond a glass that is half empty to a glass that is half full. Ask the Lord for His wisdom, and His mind, and His perspective. Broadening our perspective will encourage creativity and resourcefulness, and help us see, encourage and strive for the greater potential in objects, ideas and people.  

"I will repair, reuse, and recycle."

“Necessity is the mother of invention.” Often with creativity and focus we could make or fix what we need. Often in this affluent society, however, we throw something away rather than invest the time and energy to repair it.  This may be proper sometimes, but we need to weigh the value of our time to fix it, against the uses to which we could put the replacement cost if instead of purchasing we fix it. (A little money saved, for example, can help feed hungry people or provide support for missionaries.) With items to be discarded, there may often be parts that can be useful for another purpose.  If you don't expect to use them, find someone who can.  It is true, “One man’s junk is another man’s treasure”.  Many times we can be a blessing to another by sharing our discarded items.  Resourceful people never lack for opportunities to give.

"I will make wise use of my time, talents, energy, and mind."

“Moreover it is required of stewards, that they be found trustworthy.” ( I Corinthians 4:2) This is an attitude of the heart.  How can I be a good steward of the allotment of time, talents, energy, mind and other resources the Lord has given me?  These resources have great potential for doing good, blessing people and helping to build His Kingdom - and impacting the lives of people both in this life and the life to come! Ask the Lord for guidance, opportunity and self-control to use them wisely.  Keep your eyes and ears open as He directs you through His Word, His people, His church, His Spirit and circumstances.  We are responsible to Him for the allotments He has given us. Wise use and investment will result in multiplication, blessings to others and blessings to ourselves (see "In the Heart). 

Unwise management will diminish or forfeit blessings and rewards, and may even result in His taking our resources away and giving them to another (Matthew 25:15-28). Being

resourceful is being a good steward of God's gifts.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

"I will give away or sell the things I do not use."

Giving away things I don't use can transform idle items into productive resources again. Selling them, in addition to making them productive again, increases my useable resources (money). This is good stewardship. Resourcefulness can also encourage and be encouraged by other character qualities, such as generosity and orderliness. At the same time we are being generous and giving away items we no longer wear or use, we can bring order to our rooms, home and life.  Clutter is a hindrance to productivity, order, and freedom.  Evaluate the things we “collect.”  Are there things in our homes we no longer use or need?  Someone may be looking for the exact thing we are hoarding.  Most of the time we do not see ourselves as hoarding.  We call it a lack of organization skill or available time or motivation.  Truly, the time we spend sorting through our “stuff” will bring us free time in the future (a valuable resource) as we are able to use, give away or throw away unnecessary items.  

"I will not litter."

The definition of litter is interesting: (n) “things lying about in disorder, especially bits of rubbish; (v) to make untidy, to scatter about carelessly.”  Rubbish lying about in disorder requires valuable time, effort and possibly other resources to collect and dispose of it. Valuable items scattered about carelessly require time and effort to locate. Both unnecessarily consume time and other valuable resources which could better be used productively in blessing people and building His eternal Kingdom. Wherever we are, wherever we go, we are models. Are we known as a person of order?  No matter our personality or skill we can choose to be a person who will not litter.   It is said a habit can be formed in fourteen days.  For fourteen days, pick up things and place them where they belong.  If you see things left lying out of place, pick them up and put them away as an example to others. Resourceful people do not litter, but rather exhibit good stewardship through their tidy and orderly living.  

Resourcefulness in Nature

An old man rowed slowly along the shoreline.  He had been up since 3:00 am.  His boat wasn’t fancy and his rod was chipped and well worn.  He had fished this place many times before.  There had been stories of a four-foot long muskie in this area, that no one had had success catching.  This muskie, like all others, was very resourceful with several tricks and maneuvers to free himself from every hook he went after. This fisherman was determined to succeed. He tied his hook securely and made his first cast.  No sooner had it hit the water than he felt a surprising sharp pull.  As he strained to see across the water for any movement, to his surprise, up jumped the muskie.  It danced about the water on the tip of its tail, throwing its head to one side, and then to the other.  The fisherman was filled with anticipation, but realized this catch would take years of experience and expertise to lure in.  All the while, the muskie was doing its best to resourcefully free himself of the lure and its hooks.  The muskie tried every trick it knew, from jumping, twisting, scraping the lure against the rocks, even darting under logs, rolling the line around its body to take the pressure off the line so he could try to work the line over it’s sharp teeth in attempt to cut the line.  With every trick the muskie gave, the fisherman met him with his own tricks.  Finally, completely exhausted, the muskie could no longer resist the constant tug.  It felt itself being pulled slowly to the boat.  Two adversaries, a long battle, and now the fish lay motionless a few feet from the boat.  When the fisherman reached for his fish net he realized that during the battle it had fallen out of the boat.  With his trophy this close, how would he lift it from the water?  It was to heavy and to dangerous to lift with his bare hands.  Resourcefully, the old man removed his belt and made a loop through the buckle.  Working the fish closer to the boat he slipped the loop over the muskie’s tail and with one great heave flipped it into the boat.  Once the lure was free from the fishes’ mouth the fisherman stood back to admire his catch.  It was more beautiful than he imagined. But the battle was not over.  Taking the last resource he had left, the muskie summoned one final burst of energy and unleashed a mighty series of flips in the boat.  Unable to do anything, the old fisherman watched as his priceless catch and his belt flipped over the side of the boat.  The muskie’s resourcefulness saved his life and bought him freedom again.

[Summarized from “The Muskie”, Character First! Education Series 2, Booklet 6, published by the Character Training Institute]

Resourcefulness in History

George Washington Carver (1859-1943) who won international fame for agricultural research joined the Tuskegee Institute staff in Tuskegee, Alabama in 1896.  Upon arrival, he was surprised to find the laboratory he would be teaching in had no equipment.  He had expected things to be difficult, but he never expected an empty laboratory.  However, George was not dismayed.  Resourcefulness had been paramount in his life since childhood.  When he was eight he taught himself how to knit using turkey feathers.  When his first students arrived, George eagerly transferred his resourcefulness to them.  He soon had them searching the school’s trash piles for old jars, bottles, pans, lamps, containers and other valuable objects that others had discarded. Carver transformed the chipped, broken and dirty into things usable and valuable for the laboratory - microscopes, mini-burners for heating small objects, crucibles, mortar and pistle, and other needed items. In much the same way, Jesus Christ desires to transform our lives. Many times we overlook the potential of an item or person just because of a few blemishes or scratches, when all they need is a little tender loving care to make them like new.  Think about this next time you are ready to give up on something or someone. Ask the Lord for His perspective.
Resourcefulness at Home

“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work" (2 Corinth- ians 9:8). The Lord says He is able to provide us everything we need to abound in all we do. In providing everything we need to abound, He expects us to be resourceful, creative and good stewards of all He puts at our disposal. In your home, look around you.  Ask God for perspective to see the potential in yourself and others around you, and encourage and invest in that potential. Use free time or waiting moments to encourage or inform or teach others, to read or increase your own potential, to praise God and pray for resourcefulness and needs. Look for ways to conserve present resources: shut off unnecessary lights and other electrical devices; set thermostats more moderately; finish up leftovers; wear older and used clothes; plan trips to minimize automobile fuel consumption; pay bills on time and avoid credit cards to eliminate interest charges; look for ways to repair and adapt items rather than replace them; and look around for things that have lost their usefulness to you and either share them with another or sell them. 

Resourcefulness at Work

Imagine your work environment as one in which everyone is resourceful and a good steward - makes wise use of their time, talents, energy, mind, relationships and position on behalf of the employer and fellow employees; has perspective to see value and potential in other people, ideas, and objects; conserves organizational resources by repairing, reusing and recycling; keeps work areas, restrooms and other facilities orderly and not littered!  What a place it would be! Imagine how much more productive, creative, congenial, uplifting and profitable it would be! Imagine the additional wages that could be possible, and the blessings these additional wages could bring to the employees, families, and owners, and to all they in turn bless with them! And just one person can start this "social revolution": modeling resourcefulness through their personal conduct, heightening its awareness through table folders on their desk and more "public" attention-getters like posters if permitted, personal invitations to co-workers to join together in practicing and encouraging each other, and other means. Will you be this person? Imagine the impact that even a beginning can make - keeping your work area cleaned up and orderly; not littering anywhere; conserving and not wasting company resources; being diligent with your time;  using idle moments constructively to encourage or help others, fix or repair something in need, pray for fellow employees and company-related matters and people; displaying posters and table cards. What contributions you would make! What an example and encouragement you would be to others. What a blessing you would be to the Lord in being a good steward of His resources and in committing to practice, grow and model His character qualities of resourcefulness and good stewardship. And what blessing you will receive from the Lord as He encourages and builds you in the process! The benefits are beyond measure! Will you be the person to start this "revolution"? Will you take a first step now! 

Resourcefulness at Church

"Contribute to the needs of God's people..." (Romans 12:13a) The Lord provides us with our time, energy, minds and other resources to help carry out His purposes in blessing people and building His eternal Kingdom. (See "In the Heart" section). A major priority is contributing to the needs of His people (i.e. the Church), because His people are central to His strategy for building His Kingdom. It is God's people who bear witness to God by their changed lives and who reach out to the non-believing world with His truths and invitation to come into a relationship with Him. It is God's people who help each other mature into Christlikeness, which is of value both in this life and the life come. Both as individuals and as a local church, we need to be resourceful so as to have resources to be able to abound in contributing to the needs of God's people and their ministries. 

Resourcefulness in the Community

"You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth." (Deuteronomy 8:18). The Lord provides us the gifts of time, mind, energy, abilities, opportunities, relations and many other resources to use for His purposes in loving people and building His eternal Kingdom. As we use and invest these wisely, He will multiply their fruitfulness, and often multiply the resources themselves. He loves us and blesses us richly!

Our attitude toward these resources and our handling of them should be a positive testimony to people in the community about God's available provisions, love, and trans- forming power. Do we acknowledge the Lord as the giver of all good gifts, and the One who gives us the power to get wealth? Do we show good stewardship of the resources He has entrusted to us by the way we maintain our homes, cars and other assets. Are there things around the house we aren’t using that someone else could benefit from?  Do we use our time effectively? Are we generous and caring of others with our time, talents and other resources? Are we attractive examples of His character qualities of resourcefulness and good stewardship? Our resourcefulness can be an important blessing and encouragement to people in the community. What steps can you take to model resourcefulness? 

********************

"In The Heart"

Contributed by John F. Pierce

Character Council Faith Committee Chairman, Cincinnati, OH

Resourcefulness is the ability to devise ways and means of meeting needs. It is the ability to redirect items, ideas, people or other resources from their former, intended or customary use to the need in question through re-applying, salvaging, repairing, redesigning, refurbishing, retraining or other means. The term "resourcefulness" itself does not appear in original English translations of the Bible. It is, however, an important ingredient in being a good steward, about which the Bible has much to say. A steward is a person who has the responsible management and care of items belonging to another. The Christian is a steward of the resources entrusted to him or her by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Christian Stewardship and Resourcefulness

Christians are blessed richly, and are blessed to be instruments for blessing others richly! Stewardship and resourcefulness play important roles in these blessings. This can be seen, for example, by considering truths from the Bible such as the following:  

· God created all things, and created them for His pleasure. (Revelation 4:11 KJV,

Colossians 1:15-17)

· In His design, we humans were intended to bring Him pleasure by each enjoying with Him an individual one-to-one love relationship in which we know Him relationally,  experiencially and intimately; and as an outcome of this relationship we would experience abundant life. (Jeremiah 9:23-24; John 17:3; John 10:10)

· However, God is a holy God and will not tolerate rebellion, independence, or sin in any other form. At the beginning of history He warned that if a person did sin he would surely die - God would sever personal fellowship with that person forever - both in this life and the life to come. (Genesis 2:17) The Bible says we all have sinned, and therefore have incurred the death penalty and separation. (Romans 3:23, 6:23)  No amount of good works or ethical living, church attendance or participation, family traditions or ties can make things right with God. (Ephesians 2:8-9). We are, on our own, helpless and hopeless. But extremely fortunately for us, God loves us so infinitely He sent His only Son Jesus Christ to earth to voluntarily die in our place to pay our death penalty! (Romans 5:8; John 3:16) The penalty being paid, God had kept His word (that the death penalty must be paid for our sin) and His integrity. Jesus was raised from the dead by God the Father and today reigns as the living Lord of the universe. Jesus now personally invites each of us individually to open the door of our heart and invite Him in, placing our trust in Him as our Savior from the death penalty and separation from God, and as the Lord who I am willing to obey. (Revelation 3:20; Matthew 7:21-23) In this way I can enter into the one-to-one love relationship with Him for which I was originally designed. I can get on with bringing Him pleasure, and experiencing the abundant life He desires for me to have. Imagine the significance of this! As a Christian I am blessed beyond measure to come into a personal love relationship with The Person who is above all other persons - the living Creator, Sustainer and Savior Himself!

· In His ardent desire for intimacy in our relationship (to which He is fully committed Jeremiah 29:11, James 4:8a, John 14:21) He asks me to promote this intimate love relationship as the top priority of my life - to love Him with all my heart, soul, mind and strength - with my whole being (Mark 12:29-30) - for it is out of this intimate relationship that pleasures for Him and abundance of life for me flows.  

· In  this abundant life, He tells me that He has plans for me, plans to prosper and not harm me, plans to give me a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)

· In this relationship and my commitment to Him, He promises to supply every need I have. (Philippians 4:19)

· In addition to these remarkably bountiful blessings, there is the momentous blessing of being together! He is always where I am; He says He will never leave me or let me down. (Hebrews 13:5) And not only in this life but in the life to come! For He plans for me to be with Him eternally in heaven- a beautiful place with no more disease or perishing bodies, sin, temptations, tears, misunderstandings, pain, sorrow; but a place of joy, love, health, fellowship, worship, service and other blessings. (Revelation 7:14-17, 15:3, 21:4, 21:22, 22:3, 22:17; 1Corinthians 13:9-10, 15:35-49; 2 Corinthians 5:1; Hebrews 2:12, 4:9; Philippians 3:21;1 John 3:1-3)

· And not only does He invite me into this personal relationship and to be with Him forever- as awesome as these are - He overwhelms me with unbelievably great honor and with great meaning and significance of life by inviting me to join Him in His ministry! To be His co-worker and steward to help Him carry out His purposes! To invest my life in things that will count both in this life and the life to come! To love my neighbors and my enemies for Him. (Mark 12:31; Matthew 5:44) To be His ambassador (personal representative) here on earth, recruiting people into His Kingdom and encouraging those in the Kingdom to love, to do good deeds and to mature in Christlikeness. (2 Corinthians 5:20) To carry out the good works He has for me. (Ephesians 2:10) To fill, harness and rule over the earth for good. (Genesis 1:28,2:15) 

· To meet my needs, bless me, and enable me to carry out my ministry as co-worker, the Lord provides me with gifts of many resources - my body, mind, spiritual gifts and talents, work, time, money, possessions, family, work, relationships, positions and many other wonderful gifts. As rightful owner of all things He expects me (and will hold me accountable as His steward) to care for them, use them wisely and invest them prudently. (Revelation 4:11, Colossians 1:15-16, Matthew 25:15-29; 

  Luke 12:41-48)

· Good stewardship is paramount because each of these resources is limited in amount and capacity, but is precious in its potential for blessing people and the Lord, and for investing with eternal dividends. Opportunities are limitless!  Through use of my time, talent and all my other resources - both directly and indirectly by giving to others to use - I can bless people by helping meet temporal needs, such as needs for food, clothing, shelter, safety, education, comfort, encouragement, and employment; by helping them come into an eternal relationship with Jesus Christ; by helping them to grow up into Christlike maturity and to love and do good works; etc. etc. And as I bless others, they in turn can bless others, who in can bless still others, and on and on. Use of each moment of my time and each of my other resources thus has significant potential for multiplication. And I, and every person impacted in this multiplication, can help in improving the well-being of people in this life and, very significantly, in the life to come. For the quality of the eternal life to come of these people (and myself) can be greatly enhanced by their decisions and activities in this life, e.g. by accepting Christ as Lord and Savior now they will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Romans 6:26, John 14:2-3), by growing in Christlike character and conduct they will experience its  value in heaven (1 Timothy 4:7-8), and by loving others and doing good works in the name of Jesus they will accumulate a history of good works which the Lord will honor in heaven (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10). 

· Resourcefulness is an important ingredient in stewardship. Each resource at our disposal has precious potential for blessing and building His Kingdom, but our resources are in very limited supply relative to the great potential for their use. For these reasons, expanding our available supply of useful resources through conservation, salvage, re-employment and other measures of resourcefulness are important means for increasing our capabilities for blessing and building His Kingdom. 

· As I faithfully give and invest myself and my resources in co-ministering with the Lord and building His Kingdom, I can enthusiastically expect Him to take what I offer and multiply them - whether it be in terms of the fruit of lives blessed and influenced, by increasing the resources I have for further use and investment, or in other ways. (Luke 6:38, Malachi 3:10, Luke 9:10-17, Matthew 25:14-30) There is no other way I can invest my resources that pays dividends forever and ever!
· In the midst of my joy of seeing fruit and multiplication, I must always be very careful to remember my time, my ingenuity and all of my resources I have to work with are gifts from Him (James 1:17), and that He is the One who provides the power and circumstances for the fruit, multiplication and prosperity (Deuteronomy 8:18).  

· And as I faithfully give myself to the Lord in our intimate relationship, and as I give and invest myself and my resources in His ministry, I will be blessed richly with abundant life - both in this life and the life to come!    

Stewardship, Resourcefulness and The Heart

Stewardship and Resourcefulness are, at their core, matters of the heart. In my heart - my mind, will, emotions, behavior, conscience - do I acknowledge that all that I am and all the resources I have to work with are gifts of God? Am I using and investing my resources in accord with His desires? Am I using and investing them wisely to bless others and build His Kingdom? Am I grateful to the Lord for blessing me so richly, and for inviting and enabling me to be a blessing to Him, others and myself?

Will you join me in prayer? "Thank you, Lord, for your limitless love for me! Thank you for inviting me into a personal relationship with you, and for always being with me! Thank you for giving my life meaning and everlasting significance! Thank you for the unbeliev- able way you honor me by inviting me to be your co-worker, for providing me with so many invaluable resources, and for empowering me to use them in ministries of love that have impact both for this life and the life to come! Lord, I thank you! And I give you my whole life - right now! And I ask you to multiply it, and use me as you see fit - to impact lives for you - both for now and eternity! Amen."

********************

What Benefits Does a Christian Create When Practicing the Monthly Character Quality?

Benefits to God

Brings God honor by demonstrating to Him our love, trust, and obedience in trying to develop the character qualities of Jesus Christ as He directed us to do.

Brings God pleasure as Father in seeing us grow up into the likeness of His Son Jesus (Who was perfect humanity and His design for us) so that we can become and do all He created us to be and do, both in this life and the life to come.

Brings God love as we come into a more intimate, personal relationship with Jesus.

Benefits to Others

Brings benefits to others as they personally experience directly the effects of the Christian’s practice of good character, e.g. the energy of a smile, wholeheartedness in helping, keeping of promises, respect, truthfulness, etc.

Informs others by demonstrating what the character qualities and benefits look like in real life.

Encourages others by seeing a real person who believes in the importance of practicing good character, and by seeing that a real person can in fact develop and practice good character
Benefits to the Christian

Brings joy in pleasing God, the highest priority of the Christian’s life.

Promotes intimacy in the Christian’s personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Contributes to the Christian’s receiving love, strength, wisdom, other blessings from the Lord.

Helps the Christian grow in character qualities of Jesus Christ .

Develops value for the Christian both for this life and the life to come.

Enhances the Christian’s self-acceptance, self-confidence and self-satisfaction.

Increases the Christian’s productivity and accomplishments.

Improves the relationships of the Christian with other people.

Helps the Christian reach his or her full potential.

Brings joy to the Christian in pleasing and receiving affirmation of other people who are important to him or her, e.g. spouse, family, pastor, friends, co-wonders, group members, etc.

Brings joy to the Christian in helping to benefit spouse, family, and others.

Brings joy to the Christian in helping to build a better community, workplace, and world.
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