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Taking personal responsibility to uphold what is pure, right, and true
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God’s Gracious Justice

Romans 1:17


For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith. (KJV*)
The “just” are those who lives depend on the principal of justice.   Justice is based on absolutes that do not bend to the whims of society, trends or personal circumstances.  Justice, as opposed to fairness, does not look at circumstances, but rather unchanging principles of law and order.

Jesus related the parable of the workers who were hired at 6:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., noon, 3:00 p.m. and some at 5:00 p.m.  At 6:00 p.m., the employer called the end of the workday and began to pay all the workers.  Workers got the same amount, regardless of the starting time of their particular workday.  Some of the workers that started earlier in the morning began to complain that they had worked harder or longer than those that had started later in the day. The employer explained that he had paid all the workers exactly what he had promised.  He showed justice in his wages, even though the pay did not seem fair.  Justice is based on a standard.  Fairness is based on the emotional circumstances of the moment.

There are some that often complain that they have not received what they deserve out of life. They look at the unfairness that has befallen them in their occupation, social status, or financial condition.  They are sure they have not received what they deserve.

We need to thank God daily that we have not received what we deserve.  What we have earned is the wrath of God on ourselves and our families.  But, God is a God of justice.  He is a God of law and order.  He has decreed forgiveness of sins through the shed blood of the Savior of the world. Where we have earned hell, he has rewarded us with heaven! 

Justice allows God to bless us far beyond what we have deserved.  Through the grace of God, we are more than conquerors, when we have deserved the chains of punishment.

How just are we to those around us?  Are we swayed by the circumstances of the situation, or do we have standards that we will not violate?  Do our children look up to us as parents and role models that they can trust to treat them the same, day in and day out?  Do our employers and friends know that we will respond justly in circumstances that place us in authority?

The Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 6:3 that we will judge angels.  God expects us to judge and make decisions using the principle of justice.  Are you up to the task?

Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of justice into your life (write these on a poster, board or overhead transparency).

1. I will respect the authority of the law.

2. I will speak out for what is pure, right and true.

3. I will never prejudice others.

4. I will always remain open to reason.

5. I will keep my own conscience clean.

Closing #1: Let’s dialog about it with one another.

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing justice in their families and with acquaintances.

· Ask groups to share their feelings with the whole group.

Closing #2: Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To forgive you for things in your life that cause you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.

· To show you how to practice justice in your life.

· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.
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