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Reflecting God’s Justice

I have often heard people say, "There ain't no justice!" It does appear that way sometimes. What is justice? We immediately think of the word "fairness," "honor," or "proper treatment." Everyone wants to be treated fairly or justly. We pass laws to ensure that justice prevails in business and social relationships.

The Bible is replete with references and illustrations of what God expects, what He offers, and what offends Him if justice is not done.  He said, "Let justice roll on like a river." There are at least two emphases in Scripture on this topic, one is theological and one is experiential.  Doctrinally we see this in Romans 3:25,"God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did it to demonstrate his justice…" (NIV*). God is a Holy God and his standards are far above ours. We have offended Him by word and deed. Who will pay the price for this offense? What is the price for this offense?  The Book says, "All have sinned and come short of God's glory" (Rom 3:23). Scripture makes it clear that there is only once price sufficient to meet the demands of a Holy God, and that is the substitutionary death of His divine Son, who willingly and sacrificially went to the cross for us. Amazingly, His death is the means by which God's justice is satisfied. His Amazing Grace offers us His life-giving justice.

Then the Bible goes on to challenge us to live lives that reflect what He has done for us. And Justice is a necessary component. We are expected to act in a manner that reveals what we truly believe. In a Rolling Stone Interview, musician Paul Simon offers his thoughts on what God requires of us: "The only thing that God requires from us is to enjoy life--and love. It doesn't matter if you accomplish anything. You don't have to do anything but appreciate that you're alive.  And love, that's the whole point" (Anthony DeCurtis, “Rolling Stone,” 02-01-01, Christianity Today). Contrast that with Micah, the Old Testament prophet who wrote, "And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly  and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God" (Micah 6:8). 

We are to "act justly", recognizing that when "justice is done it brings joy,"  "that we are not to deny justice to poor people," "For I the Lord, love justice," and He has promised to shepherd His flock with justice." Over and over again the Scripture speaks of the need for looking to God for justice and for practicing this characteristic day by day.

In the movie, The Last Emperor, the young child anointed as the last emperor of China lives a life of luxury with 1,000 servants at his command. "What happens when you do wrong?" his brother asks. "When I do wrong, someone else is punished," the boy emperor replies . To demonstrate, he breaks a jar, and one of the servants is beaten. In Christianity, Jesus reversed that ancient pattern: when the servants erred, the King was punished. Grace is free only because he himself has borne the cost. (c.f. Philip Yancey, What's So Amazing About Grace?)

Rotarians across the world follow what is called the 4-way test, and one of the questions ask,  "Is it Fair?" Society cannot exist without fairness or justice. It's the Golden Rule, it's a way of life; we must act justly and fairly.  The antidote to corruption and evil is to do justice. We have a department in our Government named such; we all want to see justice done in relationships. Our Lord has made this possible in terms of relationship of people to Him—and we are to in turn act justly and fairly in all of our activities.
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* Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the New International Version






