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George C. Wallace:  “Segregation Forever!”

From childhood, George C. Wallace had political ambitions, as well as compassion for the downtrodden.  While a judge in the 1950’s, he championed the cause of justice and sought to do right.  However, that policy did not work when it came to Alabama’s 1958 gubernatorial election.  Although he made it through the primaries, he was defeated in a landslide by John Patterson, who was a strict segregationist supported by the Ku Klux Klan.  Wallace was too moderate for a state violently divided by issues of race.

Swayed by the voice of the majority, Wallace changed his position in the 1962 election, vowing “Segregation now, segregation tomorrow, and segregation forever!”  He won decisively.  However, the burgeoning Civil Rights movement quickly challenged his stance and Wallace attempted to keep his racist promise in high profile ways.  These included: resisting federal laws requiring school integration, encouraging racism, ordering troops armed with clubs, dogs, and water hoses to deny the rights due African-American citizens and many other atrocities.

Whether Wallace intended to become the nation’s racist icon is unknown.  How sad to see ambition and power corrupt Wallace’s original heart for justice.  At the end of his life, Wallace apologized for his actions, but the damage was already done.







