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Justice vs Corruption 

“Taking personal responsibility to uphold what is pure, right, and true”

"He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?"

Micah 6:8

Five "I Wills"

"I will respect the authority of the law."

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore he who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed...” (Romans 13:1-2) God appoints authorities and establishes laws for the well-being of society. These laws range from tax obligations and speed limits to many other aspects of life. The authority of the law holds the power and has the right to order, to decide, and enforce laws or rules.  Justice is weighed and decided by our authorities.  These authorities and the laws deserve our respect and our obedience (unless we decide they contradict Scripture, in which case we must be willing to accept the human consequences and personally give account to God for disobedience. See, for example, Acts 4:1-22). It is comforting to know that authorities are ordained by God, and He is the ultimate authority. We can always trust in Him, even in times when we cannot wholly trust the humans in authority, 

"I will speak out for what is pure, right, and true."

“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14)  As Christians we need to keep reflecting on what is right and pure and true, and then be quick to speak up to encourage things that are right and to oppose and penalize things that are evil (i.e. things opposed by God).  If the meditation of our heart is acceptable to God, the words of our mouth will be as well. If our meditations and words are not pleasing to Him, we inhibit the intimacy of our relationship with Him, which inhibits our experiencing of His strength in our lives and our growth in Christlikeness. (See Character Helps - Enthusiasm.)
"I will never prejudice others."

“You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor." (Leviticus 19:15) Every human being is highly valued by God. We are His personal property. He created us in His likeness with the desire to enjoy personal fellowship with us. Because all people are highly valued by Him, our honoring of each person is very important to God. In each case, whoever be the person - godly or ungodly in character, friend or adversary, occupying or not occupying a special position of honor in society - we are to deal with them as a person of infinite value to the Lord. Following after our Lord, we are to respect each person as a valued person and judge each person in justice and righteousness (Psalm 119:137) - rewarding and encouraging those who do good, and opposing and punishing those who do evil. To judge unrighteously offends the Lord, misrepresents Him on earth, robs deserving individuals, winks at guilty people, and hurts society by distorting God's best for it. 

"I will always remain open to reason."

“If  possible, as far it depends on you, live at peace with every one". (Romans 12:18) An important facet of reaching and maintaining peace and unity is being open to reason - to being receptive to new facts and to logical thoughts, analyses and ideas. The knowledge of even the brilliant among us is so limited, relative to the infinite amount in the universe. And often, even subconsciously, we can be divisively and hurtfully closed to reason. Maybe prejudiced - holding adverse and perhaps hostile opinions formed without sufficient knowledge or just grounds. Or maybe bigotted - holding on to opinions or prejudices no longer supportable by available knowledge. Let us purpose to be open to reason. How much better can be the quality of our life and our ability to bless others as we remain open to reason and learn from others. And what a blessing we can be as peacemakers in  promoting peace and unity. 
"I will keep my own conscience clean."

Our conscience is a sensor like a home smoke detector. It is designed to sound an alarm warning us of thoughts, decisions, actions, emotions and things sensed by our five senses that are wrong by its standards, so we can make an appropriate response. It is crucial that this sensor be calibrated to the standards of Jesus Christ. This calibration can be corrected and reinforced by prayerfully reflecting on these Standards from Scripture and receiving them. If the warning signals put out by the conscience are repeatedly rejected or ignored, the conscience can become de-sensitized to its standard, and fail to put out reliable or any signals of warning. It is therefore critical to keep our conscience clear -free from lodging items it warned us against but we proceeded with anyway. The good news is that we can at any time gain a clear conscience by asking forgiveness from parties we offended, making restitution to those parties as appropriate, and asking the Lord for forgiveness. (See Character Helps - Enthusiasm.) Keeping a clear conscience is important to the Christian for a number of reasons: it keeps the conscience from becoming de-sensitized; it is essential to the aim of loving people with love that flows from a pure heart, clear conscience and genuine faith (1 Timothy 1:6); and it will bring shame upon those who falsely slander you for your right and good behavior in Christ (1 Peter 3:16). 

Justice in Nature

African elephants are magnificent animals.  The male elephant measures about 11½ feet tall at its shoulders.  He weighs anywhere from 12,000 to 14,000 pounds.  The female weighs from 8,000 to 10,000 pounds.  One ear of these massive animals can measure as wide as four feet.  The trunk of an elephant is very strong and useful.  It is able to feel objects and discern whether they are rough or smooth, hot or cold.  An elephant’s trunk can hold about 1½ gallons of water. The elephant depends more on its sense of smell than on any other sense. These African elephants are more fierce and difficult to tame than elephants from Asia and India. Mature bull elephants keep the peace by maintaining the social structure in the herd, preventing young "teenagers" from forming gangs and harassing the others. The bull elephants establish a clear social structure in the herd so every elephant can be safe and secure. In much the same fashion, God has designed the family, giving fathers (mothers, in the absence of the fathers), authority and purpose to maintain peace within the family through justice and judgment, and giving them  responsibility to uphold what is pure, right, and true.  

Justice in History

The Old Testament Prophet Amos spoke of God’s judgment with great clarity.   “Thus He showed me, and behold the Lord stood upon a wall with a plumb line in His hand. And the Lord said to me, Amos, what do you see? And I said, A plumb line. Behold I am setting a plumb line in the midst of My people Israel. I will not pass by and spare them any more." (Amos 7:7, 8)  This instrument is used by bricklayers and carpenters.  It is little more than a cord with a lead fastened to the end.  Standing on a wall, and letting the line drop beside it, the architect or builder can see at once whether the wall is absolutely straight - meeting the standard - or whether it recedes or bulges, whether it leans inwards or outwards.  The picture for us is God and His Word are the “plumb-line”.  Amos sees the Almighty God with a plumb-line in His hand.  It is not a tool as builders use for brick, stone or wood, but instead it is His standard for testing the character and conduct for His people and everyone. All men are builders, and their workmanship shall be submitted to a rigid scrutiny.  Being the righteous Judge (Psalm 119:137), He evaluates every thought and deed (Ecclesiastes 12:14), determines how it stacks up relative to His standard - the plumb line - and then in His timing carries out sentence of reward for good and punishment for evil. 

Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881), Scottish essayist and historian, once wrote, “Man is the architect of circumstance.  Our strength is measured by our plastic power.  From the same materials one man builds palaces, another hovels (open shed), one warehouses, another villas; bricks and mortar are mortar and bricks until the architect makes them something else.  Thus it is, that in the same family, in the same circumstances, one man rears a stately edifice (large, splendid building), whilst his brother, vacillating and incompetent, lives forever amid ruins.” God is the just and righteous Judge: He promotes, defends and rewards good, and He opposes, punishes and destroys evil. 

Justice at Home

There's no greater place to practice justice - to practice doing right - than in the home. Do right by setting the example in doing good in your life, and in encouraging, affirming and rewarding good thoughts and actions of family members. Also do right by setting the example in avoiding evil in your life, and in lovingly opposing and punishing evil thoughts and actions of family members. Realize your greatest contribution to each other is not the work you do, but the day-by-day influence you have on one another. Your commitment to do right can greatly benefit not only your family members, but through the influence of you and them can benefit many beyond - both in this life and in the life to come. For doing right brings, for example: the blessing, love and joy of the Lord; granting of our desires; power in prayer; and deliverance from trouble. (Psalms 5:12, 21:15, 37:17, 14 146:8; Proverbs 10:24, 11:8; James 5:16.) Are you experiencing these blessings? What practical steps can you take in your home?

Justice at Work

The workplace needs people on the team who are just and righteous. Everyone will benefit greatly by teammates who take responsibility to uphold what is pure, right and true. By individuals - Who honor all people, treating each person as an individual of value (1 Peter 2:17). Who show love, courtesy, hospitality and compassion (Romans 13:8, 1 Peter 3:8-9, 4:9). Who defend the weak, poor and oppressed (Psalm 82:2-4).  Who are not partial to a wicked man nor deprive a righteous man of justice (Proverbs 18:5). Who personally avoid misleading and deceitful talk and dealings, and oppose it in others (Proverbs 4:24). Who hate evil and hold fast to what is good (Romans 12:9). Who through their practice of justice, bless their teammates tangibly, demonstrate the power of God in their midst, give them vision of what they can experience and become, and encourage them by demonstrating that they too can change and grow. Will you choose to practice justice and be a blessing at work?

Justice at Church

"He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?" (Micah 6:8). Growing in justice as in other character qualities of Jesus Christ is very important for the Christian because it is of value in every way both in this life and the life to come (1 Timothy 4:7-8)! And because of both the temporal and eternal importance of this growth, helping other Christians to grow is an extremely valuable way to love them. The apostle Paul said he strove mightily with all his energy to present every person mature in Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:28-29). So let us strive to help each other grow in justice - in doing what is right - in doing, championing, defending and rewarding good; and in abstaining from, opposing and punishing evil. Let us begin by personally practicing and modeling doing good, and then by encouraging, affirming, and lovingly correcting others in growing in justice. The impact can be both multiplicative and eternal!

Justice in the Community

Imagine a community in which citizens are just - in which citizens do what is right. And then commit to contributing to such a community! Begin by asking the Lord to create humble and willing hearts in citizens, and to energize you to practice and model justice. Purpose to treat each person with respect, courtesy and compassion - as an individual of value. Defend and maintain the rights of the poor, weak and helpless. Do not acquit the guilty. Expose and oppose false and misleading talk and dealings. Hate evil and hold fast to the good, true and pure. Be a model. Be a source. Be an initiator. And let a needy community see and experience the blessings that justice can bring!
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"In The Heart"  

Contributed by John F. Pierce

Character Council Faith Committee Chairman, Cincinnati, Ohio

Justice derives from Hebrew, meaning right or rightness in a moral sense; righteousness. 

To be just or righteous is to do right - to do, champion, defend and reward good; and to abstain from, oppose and punish evil. What is the standard of right? God is the standard of right, which He reveals to us perfectly in His Son Jesus Christ and His Word, the Bible. To be just or righteous, then, is to conform to the character and conduct of Jesus Christ and the Bible. (For further discussion of the standard of right, see Character Helps - Virtue.)

The Importance of Justice

Justice or righteousness is an important character quality. First, it is a character quality of God Himself:


"Righteous art Thou, O Lord, and right are Thy judgments"   Psalm 119:137

This is very important. For a God of love and holiness must be a God of justice, One who rewards good and punishes evil. God could not consistently love us - delight in and provide for our well-being - if He did not provide for the punishment of evildoers who affect us. His punishment of evildoers and His rewarding of the righteous are manifestations of His great love. Moreover, He judges every deed and thought of every person. That is, He will determine the facts (including the secrets of the heart), determine the rightness or wrongness of the deeds or intentions relative to His moral standards, and then in His timing carry out sentence of reward for good and punishment for evil. Being all-knowing, all-powerful and holy, He will do all of these perfectly:

"God shall bring every deed into judgment with every secret thing, whether it be good, or

   whether it be evil."   (Ecclesiastes 12:14)

For the Christian, God on the one hand punishes us to protect others from the effects of our sin and to protect His name. (See, for example, the story of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-11). On the other hand, He punishes us as part of His loving training in obedience: 

"For the Lord disciplines everyone whom He loves". He "disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it." (Hebrews 12:6,7,10,11)

· The certainty that God is just, that there will come a time of final accountability for each individual, and that justice will finally triumph - that good will be rewarded and evil will be punished - is a source of great incentive and comfort for the Christian. For example:

· It gives value to the smallest and humblest action of the Christian.

· It motivates one to run the race of life with devotion, diligence, care, stewardship.

· It spurs the conscience and gives incentive to deter from sin.

· It gives assurance that, in every matter - big or small - justice will ultimately prevail. 

But not only is justice or righteousness an important character quality of God, it is to be an important character quality of each Christian. Our doing good can have significant effects on God, others and ourselves - both in this life and the life to come. 

Our doing right - our loving God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and loving our neighbor as ourselves - will bring pleasure to God in a variety of ways. In the same ways as does our practice of each character quality of Jesus Christ, it will bring Him pleasure: in demonstrating our love and honor for Him through our obedience to His Word (1 Peter 1:16, John 14:21), in seeing us as our Father grow up and mature into the likeness of His Son Jesus Christ - perfect humanity (Colossians 1:15) - so we can do and be all He created us to do and to be, and in seeing us serving as His ambassadors - His personal representatives - His agents and models of Christlikeness on earth (2 Corinthians 5:20).

Our doing right will also bring blessing to others as we purpose to do, champion, defend and reward good, and purpose to abstain from, oppose and punish evil. For example, we will bring blessing as we: honor all men (1 Peter 2:17); show love, courtesy, hospitality and compassion (Romans 13:8, 1 Peter 3:8-9, 4:9); defend the cause of the weak and fatherless, and maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed (Psalms 82:2-4); hate falsehood (Proverbs 13:5); do away with misleading and deceitful talk and dealings (Proverbs 4:24, 11:1); hate evil and hold fast to what is good (Romans 12:9); not acquit the guilty and condemn the innocent (Proverbs 17:15); and not be partial to a wicked man and deprive a righteous man of justice (Proverbs 18:5). 

Our doing right will also bring blessing to ourselves. For example, we will: be blessed, upheld and loved by the Lord (Psalm 5:12, 37:17, 146:8); experience joy (Psalm 21:15); be granted our desires (Proverbs 10:24); be delivered out of trouble (Proverbs 11:8); have power in our prayers (James 5:16); and inherit eternal life (Matthew 25;46). 

God doing right and our doing right are both very important!

Justice and The Heart

Justice or doing right is, at its center, a matter of conforming with the standard of right - Jesus Christ and His Word. Doing right, at its core, is a matter of the heart. As discussed in Character Helps-Enthusiasm, the heart is the innermost center of our life: the center of our thoughts, feelings, affections, motives, will, moral life and conscience. "Little wonder that the Lord looks beyond the outer appearances to our heart (1 Samuel 16:7): it is the center of our life! The question is what does He find? Thoughts, motivations, words, actions and aspirations pleasing to Him? A heart motivated by ardent affection for Him? A heart desiring and committed to doing right? A heart submitted to making Him #1 in life? A heart of love for Him that brings Him pleasure? Or a heart that is displeasing to Him? A sinful heart - the heart of a person who is thereby grieving God and quenching His Spirit (Ephesians 4:30, 1 Thessalonians 5:19), whose intimate relationship with God is blocked and is not experiencing His love and power (Isaiah 59:1-3), and whose efforts in life (e.g. building good character) may not have eternal value (1 Corinthians 3:11-15)? 
As the Lord looks upon your heart and mine, what does He find? Thoughts, motivations, words, actions and aspirations pleasing to Him?  Commitment to do right? Commitment  to do, champion, defend and reward good; and to abstain from, oppose and punish evil? Let us ask the Lord to search our hearts. Let us confess and repent of our sins, ask Him to forgive us, and ask Him to fill us with His Holy Spirit.  (See Character Helps-Enthusiasm.) Let us commit to doing good: 


"Blessed are they who maintain justice, who constantly do what is right"  

  (Psalm 106:3) 

And then let us rejoice in the resulting blessings to God, the recipients of our justice, others encouraged and attracted to the Lord through our witness to His power in our life, and ourselves!

-----------

   *   For further discussion of the standard of right, see "in the heart" in Character Helps 

        - Virtue (May 2001). Free on website www.charactercincinnati.org /faith.htlm
         under icon "49 Character Quality Resources", then "Virtue".

  **   For further discussion of the heart and its importance, effects of sin on intimacy with

         God, confession, being filled with the Holy Spirit and "spiritual breathing", See "in 

  the heart" in Character Helps-Enthusiasm (March 2001). Free on website

  www.charactercincinnati.org /faith.htlm under icon "49 Character Quality 

  Resources", then "Enthusiasm".
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What Benefits Does a Christian Create When Practicing the Monthly Character Quality?

Benefits to God

Brings God honor by demonstrating to Him our love, trust, and obedience in trying to develop the character qualities of Jesus Christ as He directed us to do.

Brings God pleasure as Father in seeing us grow up into the likeness of His Son Jesus (Who was perfect humanity and His design for us) so that we can become and do all He created us to be and do, both in this life and the life to come.

Brings God love as we come into a more intimate, personal relationship with Jesus.

Benefits to Others

Brings benefits to others as they personally experience directly the effects of the Christian’s practice of good character, e.g. the energy of a smile, wholeheartedness in helping, keeping of promises, respect, truthfulness, etc.

Informs others by demonstrating what the character qualities and benefits look like in real life.

Encourages others by seeing a real person who believes in the importance of practicing good character, and by seeing that a real person can in fact develop and practice good character
Benefits to the Christian

Brings joy in pleasing God, the highest priority of the Christian’s life.

Promotes intimacy in the Christian’s personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Contributes to the Christian’s receiving love, strength, wisdom, other blessings from the Lord.

Helps the Christian grow in character qualities of Jesus Christ .

Develops value for the Christian both for this life and the life to come.

Enhances the Christian’s self-acceptance, self-confidence and self-satisfaction.

Increases the Christian’s productivity and accomplishments.

Improves the relationships of the Christian with other people.

Helps the Christian reach his or her full potential.

Brings joy to the Christian in pleasing and receiving affirmation of other people who are important to him or her, e.g. spouse, family, pastor, friends, co-wonders, group members, etc.

Brings joy to the Christian in helping to benefit spouse, family, and others.

Brings joy to the Christian in helping to build a better community, workplace, and world.
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