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BENEVOLENCE

Giving to others’ basic needs without having as my personal motive reward.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE – THE STORY OF DAVID AND MEPHIBOSHETH

Mephibosheth was the son of Jonathan, the grandson of Saul and was born “crippled in both feet”, a handicap that rendered him dependent on others for his livelihood:  food, shelter, clothing.  After the deaths of Saul and Jonathan, Mephibosteth had no one to care for him.  David inquired, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”  The answer was “yes, Mephibosheth.”

Read II Samuel 9:7-10

“Don’t be afraid,” David said to him (Mephibosheth), “for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan.  I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table.”  Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?”

Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family.  You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s grandson may be provided for.  And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table.”   

Because of David’s love for Jonathan and despite deep animosity between Saul and David (remember that Saul repeatedly tried to kill David), David extended help and grace to Mephibosheth.  No earthly reward motivated David to care for Mephibosheth.  His attitude of benevolence provided the motivation.  Notice that Mephibosheth was cared for the rest of his life by David:  “he always ate at the king’s table…” David’s benevolence (kindness) was consistent, long-term.

(Continued)

BENEVOLENCE IN OUR LIVES

Some practical evidences of benevolence we can see in our lives today are expressed in the following “I will” statements:  (Display these on a board or transparency, etc., or give students a written copy of them.)


I will see the needs of others as quickly as I see my own.


I will give freely without expecting anything in return.


I will not hoard things for myself.


I will not profit from the misfortune of others.


I will give more as I get more.

Divide into pairs and discuss:

What are some of the hindrances in our lives to being benevolent?  (Some possible answers:  selfishness, lack of time, busyness, lack of awareness, fear, laziness)

What are some of the benefits of being benevolent?  (Some possible answers:  pleases God, gain eternal rewards, experience the joy of sharing and giving, develop possible relationship with recipient, increased empathy for people)

BENEVOLENCE IN MY LIFE THIS WEEK

Spend 2 minutes or so in personal reflection:

*Who is there in my life (neighbor, friend, family member, etc.) that has a need I can meet this week?

*What is my plan to meet that need?  Write it down.

*Be aware of the danger of expecting personal reward (praise, good reputation, material gain, etc.) 

*Ask God to:



- forgive you for times when you have not been benevolent.

- help you successfully carry out the plan to meet the specific need this week.

- protect you from the danger of expecting personal reward. 

- help you develop the practice of benevolence.
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